
احلفريات حتت املسجد األقصى ومحيطه
Excavations underneath al-Aqsa Mosque and its Surroundings

In 1967, The Israeli Occupation completed the annexation 
of Al-Quds City. Since then, the Israeli Occupation with 
all the might it empowers, sped up the works of digging 
underneath and around al-Aqsa Mosque (al-Masjid 
al-Aqsa), aiming at achieving its goals to build «Holly 
Yurishalayim (Hebrew for Jerusalem)», where in the 
middle, the alleged «Third Temple» is designated to be 
set in place of al-Aqsa.

The Occupation could not find traces evident of ever 
Jewish presence within the area of al-Aqsa during its 
journey of «Searching for Illusion». As such, it sought to 
create evidence for this alleged presence by damaging 
the present remnants found on the site, and giving it 
instead Jewish characteristics, that are alien to the spirit 
of al-Quds City.
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In the southern side of the Mosque, the Occupier (Usurper) has been 
working on building «The City of David». Along this side, there lie 11 
excavation sites, 7 of which are active. The largest and most dangerous 
of these is the Herodian Road which extends to more than 600 meters of 
distance, linking al-Buraq Plaza with the southern entrance to The «City 
of David».

The western side of the Mosque is considered as the major nerve to the 
Jewish city, which the Occupation has been keen to build underneath 
al-Aqsa. It comprises of 13 excavations; 4 of which are active: The 
Excavations of  the Hammam al-Ain «Ohel Yitzhak» Synagogue, The 
«Jewish-Quarter» Tunnel, al-Buraq plaza which contained remains of 
historical Islamic buildings, and a network of tunnels for the Western 
Wall, viewed as the most active and deepest of all excavations in that 
side of the Mosque. It is located at the bottom of all the digging works.

Excavations at the northern side are based in the north-western corner of 
al-Aqsa, in the area of al-Umarriyah School exactly, which is adjacent to 
Via Dolorosa (Darb al-A’alam). It constitutes one active location, namely, 
«Berkat al-Qobbara» (Strouthion pool). The Occupation claims the pool
was a public area, with a distance of 825 meter squares. 
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حفريات الجهة الجنوبية
excavations of the southern side of al-Aqsa Mosque are considered 
the largest and most active. These excavations aim at finding the 
so-called «The City of David», a city that extends from Birkat Silwan 
«Shiloach Pool» in the south, to the walls of al-Aqsa Mosque in the 
north, along the area of Wadi el-Hilweh Neighborhood in the suburb 
of Silwan. Zionists claim that King David had built this city when he 
resided in al-Quds.
Up to date, this city contains 11 excavation sites: 7 are still active, 
while 4 are completed. 

Excavations of the Southern Side
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حفريات الجهة الجنوبية المكتملة 
1. Silwan Canal «Hezekiah’s Tunnel»: this canal is 533 meters in length 
and 60 cm in width. It is located in the area of Ein Silwan «Gihon Spring». 
The canal was dug to move the water from Ein Silwan in Wadi an-Nar 
(Kidron Valley) in an upward route to Wadi el-Hilweh neighborhood, which 
the Occupation calls «The City of David». From there, water moves to the 
area of Birkat Silwan Complex where the Pool of Silwan «Shiloach Pool» 
is located. The Occupation claims that the Jews who lived in the City of 
David dug the canal. In fact, this canal was dug by the Yabusi (Jebusites), 
many centuries before the Jews came to Palestine. 

Completed Excavations of the Southern Side
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2. Canaanite Canal: This canal is divided into two parts: the 
first is on the surface of the ground, and it is the longer one, 
while the second lies underneath the ground, and it is 120 
meters in length. Its width ranges between 60 and 80 cm. This 
canal extends from Ein Silwan «Gihon Spring» in the north, to 
Ein Silwan Complex «Shiloach Pool» in the south.

Completed Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية المكتملة 
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3. Birkat Silwan (Shiloach Pool): This pool is located in the 
south-western side of Wadi el-Hilweh neighborhood. It is the 
spot where the two canals of Silwan end, and where their water 
is gathered. This pool was dug during the Byzantine era to 
collect the water of Ein Silwan «Gihon Spring».

Completed Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية المكتملة 
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حفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
1. The Herodian Road: It is a road under construction taken by «Elad» 
The City of David Foundation, a religious movement which calls for Jewish 
settlement and development in Silwan. The road is being constructed in 
Silwan neighborhood, south of al-Aqsa Mosque. The association claims 
that history of this road goes back to the the «Second Temple»Period. It 
constitutes a staircase that escalates from Birkat Silwan «Shiloach Pool» in 
the south, to the middle of al-Buraq Plaza in the north with an approximate 
length of 600 meters. 
The works in the Herodian Road have caused damages in a number of 
buildings in Ein Silwan and Wadi el-Hilweh.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Side 
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2. The «Giva’ati Parking Lot»: Excavations began at this site in 2003 and the stated 
goal was to create a parking lot for visitors to the «City of David» at a depth of 3 
floors underground. However, soon after the beginning of the excavations, the «Elad» 
Association announced the discovery of some ancient ruins at the site and ceased its 
work in order to preserve it. The excavation work restarted again in 2007 under the 
title of searching for the «ancient ruins».
During the years 2008 and 2009 the occupation claimed the discovery of several ruins 
in the area, the largest among which was the home of the Queen «Helena», who 
-according to the Jewish narrative- was one of the Assyrian kings and had converted 
to Judaism and traveled to live in Jerusalem and during the era of the «Second 
Temple».      

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
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3. «Tzinur Tunnel»:  On the 29th of October 2008, the archaeological 
expedition financed by the Elad Association announced the discovery of 
a water canal belonging to the «era of the First Temple». The canal was 
discovered during the excavations in the vicinity of the «water Cistern» 
located north of the Wadi el Hilwa neighborhood. According to claims by 
members of the expedition, the canal was used to transport water to the 
«palace of King David», and only a portion of 50 meters of it was discovered 
until the end of 2008.  The canal used to extend north towards the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and south towards the Silwan Pond, according to the expedition 
claims.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 



احلفريات حتت املسجد األقصى ومحيطه
Excavations underneath al-Aqsa Mosque and its Surroundings

www.alquds-online.com

10

20054
          
 

2008      

 

  3

4. The Palace of «King David»: in 2005, the Zionist archaeologist Eilat 
Mazar announced the discovery of a thick wall located in the northern road 
leading to the Wadi el Hilwa neighborhood; and at a depth of two meters.  At 
the time, Mazar claimed that the wall was part of the palace of «King David». 
Mazar’s claims raised wide arguments in the Occupation state, even among 
archaeologists. Many of which considered the discovery as part of the city 
walls rather than the palace.  But by the end of 2008, the Elad Association, 
the primary funder and director of the expedition work in the area, has dealt 
with the discovery as part of the palace of «King David». Although repeated 
archeological expeditions within 3 years of excavations failed to find any further 
discoveries proving these allegations. 

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
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5. Excavations opposite to the Triple Gate: on the 1st of February 2009, 
the first floor of al-Quds UNRWA girls’ school crumbled beneath their foot, 
and 17 pupils received moderate to minor injuries. The school is located 
in the north-eastern end of Silwan suburb, opposite to the sealed Triple 
Gate of Al-Aqsa Mosque. The collapse was caused by an excavation hole 
which was 1.5 to 2 meters in depth. As of autumn 2009 the objectives 
and the details of these excavations have not emerged yet. But based on 
a comparison with the outlines of the Israeli project: «Jerusalem-First», 
which contains a subproject to dig a tunnel under the Marwani Mosque, 
the hole that caused the collapse is anticipated to be part of the digging of 
this tunnel.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 



احلفريات حتت املسجد األقصى ومحيطه
Excavations underneath al-Aqsa Mosque and its Surroundings

www.alquds-online.com

12

 6
 157
 



6. «Water Cistern»: This tank is located north west Wadi el-
Hilweh neighborhood. It is a 7-meter deep hole with a distance 
of 15 meters. Occupation authorities claim this tank used to 
provide King David’s Palace with water from Ein Silwan «Gihon 
Spring».

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
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7. Warren’s Shaft: This vault was named after the British voyager, 
Charles Warren, who claimed he had discovered the door leading 
to it during his works of excavations in 1867 A.D.  Entrance to this 
tunnel is located in the western side of Wadi el-Hilweh neighborhood. 
Occupation authorities claim the tunnel had been dug long ago during 
«King David’s» era as an underground path that links the city with 
Ein Silwan «Gihon Spring». Then, it enabled the population in the 
city to reach it during war and siege times. 

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
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8. Walls and Fortresses: During the process of excavations, 
Zionists claim they discovered remains of the outer wall that 
was protecting The City of David in Wadi el-Hilweh. They also 
claim that they found a fortress that was built around Ein Silwan 
when The City of David was built. Operations of digging are still 
continued in all these sites, in search of the alleged remains of 
walls, houses, and palaces of The «City of David».

Uncompleted Excavations of the Southern Sideحفريات الجهة الجنوبية غير المكتملة 
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حفريات الجهة الغربية  
The western side of al-Aqsa Mosque also acts as an active 
nerve to the Jewish city which the Occupation is building 
underneath the Mosque. It contains most of the Mazaars (holy 
shrines that believers often visit), and the road linking the south 
of this city in Silwan and its north at Via Dolorosa. In addition, 
most of the city entrances are located there. The Western side 
contains more than 13 excavation sites, 9 of those completed, 
while 4 are still active.

Excavations of the Western Side
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حفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
1. Generations Center: The opening of this center took place on 
September 22, 2006, by the Occupation authorities. It took them 
7 years of digging and construction works to complete it. It is a 
tunnel that runs from underneath the ancient Islamic Tenkazi School 
towards the west. It is formed of a group of paths and rooms which 
exhibits the Jewish history on glass sculptures displayed in dramatic 
atmosphere that relies on visual and audio effects. This exhibition 
is considered the first excavation site beneath al-Aqsa which the 
Occupation State runs.

Completed Excavations of the Western Side
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2. The Secret Passage: is a tunnel extending under the 
northern side of the Chain street and reaching to the bottom of 
the Western Wall of the Mosque. Zionists claim this road was 
the lower path to the bridge which used to link the «Temple» 
with al-Quds City during the First «Temple period».

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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3. Wilson’s Arch: This  arch is located below the ancient Islamic Tenkazi School in 
the north-eastern tip of the al-Buraaq Square (Western Wall Plaza). It is a big room 
with an arched ceiling. It was discovered by the British Charles Wilson in 1865 A.D. 
He claimed this arched chamber belonged to the «Second Temple» era, and it used 
to form a part of a group of arches on which the bridge that linked the Temple with 
the City was based. However Zionist archeologists who came after him denied that 
theory and claimed that only the bases of the arch was built on the «Second Temple» 
period. Nowadays, religious Jews use this chamber as synagogue (place of worship) 
and as a hall to celebrate special occasions. The «Preserving Heritage of Western 
Wall Association» plans to enlarge this arch in the near future in order to enable the 
reception of higher number of religious Jews.

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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4. The Herodian Hall: This is a large hall located to the west 
of Wilson’s Arch, under Bab el-Wad neighborhood. In this 
hall, the Occupation Authorities expose a collection of Roman 
stones and pillars that are, allegedly, remains belonging to the 
«Second Temple».

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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5. The Large Hall: This hall is located a bit north of the Herodian 
Hall, on a higher level. As its name indicates, it is the largest of 
the halls but it does not contain significant remains, nor is used 
for praying. It is only a path from which four tunnels emanate. 
The most important of these is the tunnel along the Western 
Wall to al-Aqsa Mosque. According to the story of Occupation 
authorities, the stones that the pedestrians see in this tunnel 
belong to both, «the First and Second Temple periods».

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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6. Warren’s Gate: This gate is located at the bottom of the al-
Kattanin Gate (one of al-Aqsa mosque gates) . It was discovered 
by the British Charles Warren in 1867 A.D. He claimed it is a 
gate of a tunnel that extends alongside the Western Wall of 
al-Aqsa. According to his theory, it used to lead to a staircase 
that leads to the Western Gate of the «Second Temple». In 
fact, what Warren had discovered is one of the water network 
canals built underneath the city during the era of Salah Eddine 
al-Ayyoubi.

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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7. Al-Mahjar (The Quarry):  Al-Mahjar lies almost at the bottom 
of Bab el-Hadid «Iron Gate» (one of al-Aqsa mosque Gates)). It 
is a small chamber with a collection of stones exposed around. 
The Occupation authorities claim that say this is where the Jews 
took the stones from, when they built the «First Temple». 

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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8. The Aqueduct: This tunnel extends from the north of Bab 
al-Nather (one of al-Aqsa mosque gates) to the Umariyah 
School. It is a very narrow tunnel. The Occupation authorities 
claim that Jewish during the «First Temple» period had dug it 
to transport water from the north of the City to the «Temple», 
to provide drinking water for the Jewish pilgrims.

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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9. The «Holy of Holies» synagogue: The synagogue is 
located just north of the «Warren Gate», which is part of the 
western wall tunnel. It contains a treasury for Torah Books, 
seats, and other instruments usually used in the synagogues. 
In this site, Jews pray while facing the Dome of the Rock; or the 
«holy of holies» as they claim.  The location of this synagogue 
is considered the maximum point allowed for Jews to move 
closer to the «holy of holies».

Completed Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية المكتملة
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حفريات الجهة الغربية غير المكتملة
1. Al-Buraq Plaza Excavations: These excavations are located 
south-west of al-Buraq Plaza (Western Wall Plaza) nearby the Al-
Aqsa Mosque. It aims to construct rooms for prayer, a parking garage, 
and a tourist center at a depth of 3 floors below the scene. During 
the excavation work the occupation demolished a number of Islamic 
buildings erected in different stages of history. The occupation claims 
to have found in this place a trace of the Royal Gallery, which «King 
David» used to walk through to enter the «Temple».

Uncompleted Excavations of the Western Side
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2. The Western Wall Tunnels Network: This network is considered the most 
active of all excavation works in the Western side of al-Aqsa Mosque, as also 
the deepest of all. It is located at the bottom of all other excavations and extends 
into various directions. It starts at the bottom of Bab el-Hadid (the Iron gate one 
of al-Aqsa’ gate) , and moves north towards al-Umariyah School; the second one 
starts at the bottom of the al-Hadid Gate, moving south towards al-Buraq Plaza; 
the third starts at bottom of al-Buraq Wall, moving east side towards Sabil al-Kaás 
(The Cup Brook), which is in middle distance between the Kibli Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock. At the bottom of al-Kaas Brook area, this tunnel branches to 
south side towards al-Kibli Mosque and to the north towards Dome of the Rock. 
The fourth of which begins from below the Al-Qattanin Gate of  al-Aqsa Mosque 
and extends east towards the Dome of the Rock.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية غير المكتملة
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3. The Excavations of Hammam al-Ain (Ohel Yitzhak) Synagogue: These 
excavations started in secret in 2003, did not clearly appear to the public till 2007; 
and only after great strides in drilling was already made by the Yeshiva Ateret 
Cohanimet, the group sets in charge of the project. The public discovery this 
excavation work came as a result of its evolving expansion and the unloading of 
large parts of the land beneath its site, which caused landslides in Bab el Wad 
neighborhood in which the synagogue is located. This excavation work extends 
from beneath the synagogue to the al-Buraaq plaza (Western Wall Plaza); and 
aims to dig a 200-meter tunnel to connect the synagogue, and the museum to 
be constructed below it, with the network of the Western Wall  tunnels; and to set 
the stage for possible drillings underneath the Muslim Quarter and the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in the future.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية غير المكتملة
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4. The «Jewish-Quarter» Tunnel: In February 2009, the Western 
Wall Heritage Foundation began to construct a conveyor belt and an 
underground pedestrian corridor in the «Jewish Quarter» of the Old City 
of Jerusalem. The 56-meter long corridor links the «Misgav Ladakh» 
crossroads located in the eastern side of the Jewish Quarter to the al-
Buraaq plaza. The project is funded by the National Insurance Institute 
of Israel and an independent donor; and it is expected to cost 10 million 
shekels (or US$ 2,611,000).  According to the Foundation, «the corridor is 
to facilitate the movement of the large Jewish groups between the Jewish 
Quarter and the Western Wall Plaza», due to the narrow roads of the Old 
City of Jerusalem.

Uncompleted Excavations of the Western Sideحفريات الجهة الغربية غير المكتملة
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حفريات الجهة الشمالية  
Excavations in the north side are based in the northern west 
corner of al-Aqsa Mosque, particularly in the area of the 
Umariyah School, adjacent to Via Dolorosa. The Occupation 
claims that his workers found a pool called The Struthion 
Pool underneath the School. Which was used (according to 
these claims), to protect the city from the north, and Later on, 
it became a public pool. This pool is, allegedly, 825 meters 
square in space, which implies that diggings in this area will 
continue for a long period of time.

Excavations in the Northern Side
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«When Muslims came to this area, they built a mosque on the rock they 
found there, and which has no relation with the Temple. Crusaders were the 
ones who gave this rock the name of «Rock of the Temple». If we attempted 
to dig deeply beneath the area of al-Aqsa Mosque, we’ll see the ramified 
water wells there. We have already found canals during the excavation 
works. Moreover, the survey conducted during the past twenty five years, 
concluded that there is no Temple found (meaning that no remnants of 
such a temple exist). If we dug, we will not be able to find any remnants of 
the Temple that shows any indication towards that period of time (during 
Solomon’s era)».
Ma’aer Ben Doff, head of the Hebrew University excavation expedition, assigned since 1967 to 
find the archaeological remains of the Temple in al-Aqsa Mosque area and its surroundings.   
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